
VLA1601 

VLA1601 is a highly Purified Inactivated Vaccine (“PIV”) candidate against the Zika virus, developed using the same 

manufacturing platform as Valneva’s IXIARO® (JESPECT® ) Japanese Encephalitis (“JE”) vaccine. 

 Health authorities and Key Opinion Leaders have expressed a preference for the PIV approach over other vaccine 

technologies (such as liveattenuated approaches) since the initial target population for a Zika vaccine is expected 

to be women of child-bearing age, including those who may be pregnant. There is a theoretical risk that live-

attenuated or replication competent viral vaccines given to pregnant women may be capable of crossing the 

placenta and infecting the fetus. For this reason, live vaccines are not recommended during pregnancy.  

In pre-clinical development, VLA1601 demonstrated excellent purity and had an overall biological, chemical and 

physical profile comparable to the commercially produced JE vaccine, which means that a similar safety and 

immunogenicity profile could be expected. Valneva has an established manufacturing process in its dedicated 

clinical JE vaccine facility. 

 


